SYLLABUS
(Introduction to Korean History & Culture)

School

Korea University (Seoul, Korea)

Title

Introduction to Korean History & Culture

Course#

SPGE 176-00

Program

KU International Summer Campus

Instructor:

KIM, Sung Nam

COURSE OVERVIEW
This class offers lectures and presentations on Korean history and culture for
foreign students without a Korean educational background. During the first half of
the semester, the course will cover major periods in Korean history in chronological
order, giving emphasis to specific events and incidents as necessary. In the second
half, emphasis will be given to Korean culture and how it relates to Korean identity
and “Korean-ness.”

Instead of focusing on Korea has a ‘single nation with a distinct history,’ the course
will take a civilizational approach with attention paid to the position of Korea in the
context of regional and world history, as Korean history and culture must be viewed
as products of interaction with the rest of the world and not of development in
isolation.

Major events, such as wars, will be explained from the perspective of the
international standing of Korean dynasties at the time and will be placed in proper
geopolitical/international context. Lectures on culture will attempt to eschew
stereotypes and entrenched ‘conventional wisdom’

PURPOSE OF THE COURSE
Through the course, students are expected to achieve a general understanding of
Korean history and culture. The goal is not simple transmission of information but
provision of an array of information as well as several new perspectives on Korea
that helps students to develop their own perspectives. In addition to in-class

lectures, students will be given a choice of topics for weekly presentations related to
the lecture topic. In addition, there will be an excursion during the course of the
semester to augment the lectures and presentations with actual, out-of-class
experience, while also serving to stimulate greater interest on subject matter being
taught.

GRADES
Attendance

10%

Pop quiz 1

15%

Pop quiz 2

15%

Presentation

20%

Final exam

40%

LECTURES
Week

Date

Lecture topic

1

06.28 – 06.30

The meaning of History & Culture – Makings of Korean
Identity and Overview of Korea

2

07.03 – 07.06

Korea's modern culture - History of Kpop

3

07.10 – 07.13

Kingdoms and Empires: Korea in the Ancient Times

4

07.17 – 07.20

Goryeo: The Open Country

5

07.24 - 07.27 -

Joseon and the Confucianization of Korea
Excursion (War Memorial of Korea)

6

07.31 - 08.03 -

Colonialism, Independence and Modern Korea

